AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for testing a fecal sample from a person 
for diagnosis, the method comprising: 

obtaining a fecal sample from a person presenting with symptoms 
common to inflammatory bowel disease and irritable bowel syndrome , other than 

determining whcthcr measurmg the sample contains for an elevated level 
of lactoferrin; and 

selecting i he sample hawiw elcuUed laclofcmn for fun he i an alysis 

elevated level of sxAx-Saccharomyces cerevisiae antibodies (ASCA); 

measuring the selected sample I'or -tmtt an elevated level of anti-neulrophil 
cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA). if the sample contains an elevated level of 

wherein a diagnoses! ing [of] Crohn's disease for the person having a 

level of anti-Saccharomyces cerevisiae antibodies;[,] and 

wherein a diagnos[is]mg [of] ulcerative colitis f or ihe person ha\ ina a 
sample with m ay be substantially concluded if the sample contains an elevated 
level of anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies. 



2. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein a diagnosis of 
inflammatory bowel disease may be concluded if said sample contains an elevated level of 
lactoferrin. 

3. (Previously presented) The method of claim J_[2], wherein a diagnosis of 
irritable bowel syndrome may be concluded if said sample does not contain an elevated level of 
lactoferrin. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the elevated level 
anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies differentiates ulcerative colitis from Crohn's disease. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 2, wherein the elevated level 
of anti-Saccharomyces cerevisiae antibodies differentiates Crohn's disease from ulcerative 

8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the lactoferrin. anti- 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae antibodies and anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies are measured 
using one of enzyme-linked immunoassays, lateral flow membrane tests and immunoassays 
utilizing antibodies for capturing fragments. 

9. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the lactoferrin is 
measured determined by a qualitative ELIS A. 

10. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the lactoferrin is 
measured quantitatively. 



11. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: diluting the 

12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 
contacting the sample with immobilized polyclonal antibodies to endogenous lactoferrin to 
create a treated sample; 

coiiUiclin g said licalcd simple u ilh en/\ medm ked rwhclomil anhhodies such lhal 
the enzyme-linked polyclonal antibod ies arc allowed to bind to captured lactoferrm creating an 
enzyme-linked antibody bound sample; 

adding a substrate to the enzyme-linked antibody bound sample to create a 
ivnOnhk sample: and 

Jcicrmiiiing iheophca l Ucnsiu ol'sa id readable sampk a.l 450 urn. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Canceled) 

15. (Currently amended) The method of claim J0[14], further comprising: 
generating a standard curve from purified lactoferrin. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 15. further comprising: comparing said 
optical density of said readable sample to said standard curve to determine the concentration of 
endogenous lactoferrin in said the sample. 

17. (Currently amended) The method of claim 11, further comprising: 
contacting the sample with antigens of Saccharomyces cerevisiae to create a treated sample^ 




coiikKliiv.; [he lic.ilcd sample will) pop il. ih.,dics 1q human 

i mmuno gl obulin co njug ated to :.ni cn/Mnc such that lite pt'lvuilciU anlibodK.-. arc allowed to bi nd 
to capture anti-Saccharomyces cerevisiae antibodies creating an enzyme-linked antibody bound 

adding a substrate to the enzyme-linked antibody bound sample to create a 
readable simple: and 

detgn mning the optical density of the readable sample at 450 nm . 

18. (Canceled). 

19. (Canceled). 

20. (Original) The method of claim 11, further comprising: contacting the 
sample with neutrophil cytoplasmic antigens to create a treated sample^ 

contacting the treated sample with polyvalent antibodies to human 
immunoglobulin such that the enzyme-linked polyvalent antibodies are allowed to bind to 
capture anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies creating an enzyme-linked antibody bound 
sample; 

adding an enzyme substrate to the enzyme-linked an tibody h ound sample to 
create a readable sample; and 

determining an optical densi ty of ihc readable sa mple at 450 nm . 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 



23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A method for distinguishing inflammatory bowel 
disease from irritable bowel syndrome and for differentiating ulcerative colitis from Crohn's 
disease, the method comprising: 

obtaining a fecal sample from a person presenting with symptoms common to 
inflammatory bowel disease and irritable bowel syndrome , other than a breast fed infant ; 



elevated level of lactoferrin; 



diagnosing ihc person haMim a non-cic\ a'. cJ lex el o f iacl oierrin wilh irritable 
bow el syndrome i 1 ihe focal sample does not oontain an olovatod lovol of luclolbmn ; 

select ing ih c sa mple h aving an clc\nicJ lc\cl of laeloiernn lor inrihci 
■nosing the person with inflammatory bowel disease if the local sample 



n olovatod lovol of la< 



■measuring the sample haxm g an clc, aled 
level of lactoferrin for an elevated level of anti-Saccharomyces cerevisiae antibodies (ASCA)^ 



mcavuriim the sample ha\ m u an clc \ aled le'.ei of jaci oicrnn for an elevated level 
of anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA) ; and 




differentiating between ;i JumnoMs of JwHMiO!>ing the person with Crohn's disease 
for the person having if the a sample with e ontaino an elevated level of anli-Saccharomyces 
cerevisiae antibodies* and a diagnosis diaenosme the person with of ulcerative eolilis for the 
pe rson having if the a_sample wit h containa an elevated level of anti-neutrophil cytoplasmic 
antibodies. 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Previously presented) The method of claim 24, further comprising: 

monitoring the person for changing levels of lecal lactoferrin as an indicator for 
the effectiveness of medical therapy, wherein if the sample contains an elevated level of 
laclol'errin intestinal inllammation is indicated. 

28. (Canceled) 

29. (Canceled) 
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